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(22) And you approached me all of you and said, We will send men before us
that they would search out the land for us, and bring us back word by what route
we must go up, and to which cities we should come. (23) And the matter was

RASHI

22) And you approached me all of
you — J[all of you]:
pandemonium. But further on (Deuteronomy
5:20-21) it states,
the heads of your tribes and your elders, and
you said, Behold [the Lord, our God] has
shown us [His glory and His greatness].”

in a state of

“You approached me, all

That approach to me was proper — young
people respecting their elders, sending these
before them. Here, however, you approached
me all of you, in a state of pandemonium, the
young pushing aside their elders, the elders
pushing aside their heads. That they would

.. bring us back word — They will report
which language they speak. By what route
we must go up — There is no road without
a crooked portion. And to which cities we
should come — i.e., which cities to capture
first (Sifrei). 23) And the matter was good

in my view — “In my view,” said Moshe,

“but not in the view of the Omnipresent.”
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But if it

was good in the view of Moshe, why does he mention it in his rebukes? This may be compared
to the case of a man who says to his friend, “Sell me this donkey of yours.” He replies to him,
“Yes.”

When he sees that his friend does not withhold anything from

“Yes.” “Will you give it to me to test it?” He replies: “May I test it on mountains and
hllls? Again he replies, “Yes.”
him, the purchaser thinks to himself: “This man is certain that I shall not find any defect in the
donkey,” and he immediately says to him, “Take your money, I need not test it now.” So too,

I consented to your words, thinking that you would perhaps reconsider (the sending of the
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good in my view, and I took twelve men from you, one man for each tribe.

(24) And they turned and went up to the mountain, and they came to the brook

of Eshkol, and spied it out. (25) And they took the fruit of the land in their hands

and brought it down to us, and brought us back word, and they said, It is a

good land which the Lord our God gives us. (26) But you did not want to go
up, and you rebelled against the commandment of the Lord your God.

RASHI

spies) when you saw that I do not withhold it
from you, but you did not reconsider (Sifrei).
And I took ... from you — fiom the select
that were among you, of the finest that were
among you (Sifrei). [And I took] twelve
men ... one man for each tribe — This
tells us that the tribe of Levi was not with them
in this (Sifrei). (24) [And they came] to the
brook of Eshkol — This tells us that it was
so named on account of a future event [that
they took from there a cluster (92¥X) of
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grapes] (Sifrei). And [they] spied it out — This teaches us that they traversed through it
along four lines, along the length and the breadth (Sifrei). 25) And brought it down to us —
This tells us that the land of Israel is higher than all other lands (Sifrei). And they said, It is
a good land — Who were the ones who spoke about its goodness? Yehoshua and Kalev
(Sifrei). (26) 1M — This is an expression denoting confrontation; you confronted His words.
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(22) Your silver has become dross; your wine is diluted with water. (23) Your
princes are rebellious and companions of thieves; everyone loves bribes and
runs after payments; the orphan they do not judge, and the quarrel of the widow
does not come to them. (24) “Therefore,” says the Master, the Lord of Hosts, the
Mighty One of Israel, “O, I will console Myself from My adversaries, and I
will avenge Myself of My foes. (25) And I will return My hand upon you and
purge away your dross as with lye, and remove all your tin. (26) And I will
restore your judges as at first and your counselors as in the beginning; afterwards
you shall be called the city of righteousness, the faithful city.”

RASHI

22) Your silver has become dross — For
they would make copper coins and plate them
with silver, in order to cheat with them. Your
wine is diluted with water — Their drinks
were mixed with water. 23) Rebellious —
Deviating from the straight path. And runs
after payments —
paraphrases:| One man says to another, “Do

[Targum Yonatan

me a favor in my case, and I will repay you

in your case.” The orphan they do not
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judge — and obviously, the quarrel of the widow does not come to them altogether. (24) The

Mighty One — the strength of Israel. 25) And I will return My hand upon you — One

blow after another, until the transgressors have been completely destroyed. As with lye —

[This is an expression meaning] soap. Your tin — [The tin] mixed with silver. (26) As in the
beginning — 7 will appoint for you pious judges.
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(41) He sets the needy on high from affliction, and establishes families like a

flock. (42) The upright see it, and are glad; and all iniquity close her mouth.

(43) The one who is wise, let him observe these things, and let him consider the

kindness of the Lord. 108. (1) A song, a psalm of David. (2) My heart is steadfast,
O God; I will sing, I will sing praises even with my glory.

RASHI

107. 41) And establishes — the needy.
Families — i.e., [He makes] his seed like
many flocks. (42) And all iniquity — Those
who do iniquity. Close her mouth — Her
is shut. 108. () My heart is

mouth
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steadfast — Is steadfast with you. Even with my glory — This is what I sing to You.

Mishnah Bekhorot, chapter 5

(1) All disqualified sanctified animals may be
sold in the meat market, slaughtered in the
meat market, and weighed by the litra [e.g.,
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sold by the pound, and the proceeds go to the
Temple] except for the firstborn and the tithes, whose owners benefit from them [in the case of
a firstborn or tithes, the owner is the priest or Levite, who sells its flesh to anyone. Since,
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therefore, the profit belongs to private people,
it was not permitted to sell the meat and treat
it disrespectfully like non-sacred animals by
selling it in the market, etc., in order to gain
more profit]; [but] disqualified sanctified
animals, the Temple benefits from them [and
therefore may be sold in the manner mentioned
above]. And a portion [of ordinary meat, of
known weight] is weighed against a portion of
the firstborn. (2) The School of Shammai say, An
Israclite may not be invited to partake together

W o1 0°7a1 55

MR T332 0 TRRR WTRN? NI YRR
oy PXI mamy X2 ,0vmiN @Y n°2 2 11032
2723 7K T P R L7030 2y jen
07 2 PrPR PX 7R X7 19DX 07 IMXY 7102
72921 PR DM OROM AT "2 127
X2 71 0 ,0m 92 vy oxy .om 92 by XPY
B 7y AR TR MR JivRY v21 oy um
A 77 71027 TR 0% X om 2 Ay XY
DRIM PPN "7 3T Leniy ooy X°
Ayn Py unge ok om i 1T omiN
MR KT 7T MY T 0o Y R

with the priest, of a [disqualified] firstborn. X7 9122 ,i2 1K 17 20 92w " WX 0K
The School of Hillel permit, even for a

non-Jew. Regarding a firstborn stricken with [excess] blood, its blood may not be let, even if it
dies [as a result of not letting its blood]; the opinion of Rabbi Yehudah. But the Sages say, It may
be let, provided that no defect be made in it. If a defect was made in it, then he may not slaughter
it on account of this [defect]. Rabbi Shimon says, He may let [the blood], even though he makes
a defect in it. (3) If someone makes a slit in the ear of a firstborn, this one may never be
slaughtered; the opinion of Rabbi Eliezer. But the Sages say, When another [disqualifying] defect
appears in it, he may slaughter it on account of it [the other defect]. It once happened that an old
male sheep, with thinning hair, was seen by a questor [a Roman official], who said, “What is the
meaning of this one [that it is so 0ld]?”” They told him, “It is a firstborn, and may be slaughtered
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only if it has a defect.” He took a knife and slit
its ear. This incident came before the Sages,
and they permitted it [for it cannot be said that
the heathen did it at the request of the owners].
When he saw that they permitted it, he went
and slit [the ear] of other firstborn [in order to
please the owners], and they prohibited it
[because this is considered as if he did do it at
the bequest of the owners]. One time children
were playing in the field, and they tied together
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off, and it was a firstborn! This incident came ~ JiymW 121 .D°IOK3 1K D079 DYIM ,0I0K]
before the Sages, and they permitted it. When

they saw that they permitted it, they went and tied together the tails of other firstborn, and they
then prohibited it. This is the general rule: Whatever is with the knowledge [of the owner] is
prohibited; not with his knowledge, is permitted. (4) If a firstborn was chasing a person, and he
[the person] kicked it and caused a defect in it, then it may be slaughtered on account of this.
Regarding all defects that may come by the hand of man: Israelite [i.e., non-priests] shepherds
are trustworthy [to declare that the defect came of itself], but priestly shepherds are not

trustworthy [for they are suspected of causing the defect]. Rabban Shimon ben Gamliel says, He
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[even a priest] is trustworthy regarding those
[i.e., the firstborn] of his fellow [priest], but he
is not trustworthy regarding his own
[firstborn]. Rabbi Meir says, The one who is
suspect regarding something neither judges the
matter nor gives testimony. (5) The priest is
trustworthy to say: “I showed this firstborn [to
an expert], and it possesses a [permanent]
defect” [provided that there are witnesses to
testify that the

intentionally]. All are trustworthy regarding

defect was not caused

defects of tithes [that they were not caused
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deliberately]. A firstborn whose eye becomes

blind, or whose hand [i.e., foreleg] is cut off, or whose foot [hind leg] is broken, may be
slaughtered by the decision of three synagogue goers [i.e., non-experts]. Rabbi Yose says, Even
if they number twenty-three [i.e., a Sanhedrin], it may be slaughtered only upon the decision of
an expert. (6) If a person slaughtered a firstborn and sold [of] it[s flesh], and it was learned that
it had not been shown [to an expert] — what has been eaten was eaten, and he returns to them
the money [as a fine]; and what was not eaten, the flesh shall be buried, and he returns to them
[the purchasers] the money. Similarly, if a person slaughtered a cow and sold it, and it was learned
that it was a treifah — what has been eaten was eaten, and he returns to them
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[the purchasers] the money; and what was not
eaten, they return the meat to him, and he
returns the money to them. If they [the
in their turn] had sold it to
non-Jews, or if they had thrown it to the dogs,

purchasers,
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they pay him the [lesser] worth of the treifah animal.
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Gemara Bekhorot 35a

[On the section of the Mishnah,] “Children
were once [playing]:” It is necessary [to state
both these cases, that of the questor and that of
the children in the Mishnah; see Bekhorot 5:3].
For if it had informed us only of the case of the
heathen [i.e., the questor, that it is permitted],
I might have thought that the reason was
because we do not fear [if we permit] that he
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will acquire the habit [of making defects], but 7] :X3W K27 XW7 X2°20 11 WY XX WY,
in the case of a minor, where he might acquire

the habit [of making defects], [we do fear this, and so] I might have said that it was forbidden
[in the case of the minor only]. And if it had taught us only the case of a minor [that it is
permitted], I might have thought that the reason was because one would not mistake [the case of
a minor] for an adult, but in the case of the questor, where one might mistake this for the case
of any adult [i.e., an observer might think that the questor was a Jew, and therefore think that the
firstborn animal was permitted in all such cases, therefore], I might have said that it was forbidden
[in the case of the questor only]. It is necessary [therefore, for the Mishnah to state that in both
cases the animal is permitted]. Rav Chisda stated in the name of Rav Katina: This [the response
to the questor's question — see Bekhorot 5:3, above] was taught only when they replied to him
[with the words]: “[It cannot be slaughtered] until it has a defect,” but if they reply to him with
the words: “It cannot ... until it was made defective,” it is as if they had told him: Go, make a
defect [in which case, the animal would have been prohibited]. Rava said, Now does the
permission  not there intent to instruct
the heathen to make the defect]? What difference then does it make whether they replied to him

with the words, “Until it has a defect,” or, “Until it was made defective?” Even if they replied to

come automatically [i.e., was  no

him with the words, “Until it was made defective,” the permission comes automatically [i.e., there
was no intent to instruct] and thus there is no difference. This is the general rule: Wherever the
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defect is caused with the knowledge and
consent [of the owner], it is forbidden. What
does this include? It includes the case in which
the defect was caused indirectly [i.e., where he
placed dough or pressed dates on its ear and a
dog came and took it, biting the firstborn in the
process]. [On the section of the Mishnah,]
“But if it is not with his knowledge” — this
includes

the case where they casually

mentioned [to the questor, on their own
accord] the fact [that a firstborn cannot be
slaughtered until it has a defect]. [Mishnah:] If
a firstborn was running after him and he kicked
it and thereby caused a defect in it, he may

slaughter it on account of this. [Gemara:] Rav
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Papa said, This was taught only when he

kicked it while it was running, but if he kicked it after it had stopped running, it is not so [i.e.,
he may not slaughter it]. But is this not obvious? I might have assumed that the reason why he
kicked it [after it stopped running] was because he recalled his distress [when the animal was
running after him, but he did not intend to cause a defect]. He therefore, teaches us [that he may
not slaughter it on account of this defect]. Some say: Rav Papa said, Do not say that this applies
only while it was running, but not after it had stopped running; for even after it had stopped
running [the same law applies], since, he recalled his distress [but did not intend to cause a
defect]. Rav Yehudah said, It is permitted to cause a blemish to a firstborn before it is born [i.e.,
before most of the head emerges, at which time it acquires the sanctity of a firstborn]. Rava said,
[e.g.,] a kid [may be injured] in its ears [since they are long, they emerge before the whole head],
and a lamb [may be injured] in its lips [because they appear before the head, but not its ears,
which are small]. Some say, A lamb [may be injured] even in its ears; for we say that the animal
came forth [from the womb] with its temples first. Rav Papa said: If when the animal eats, [the
defect, a cut in the inner portion of the lips] is not visible, but when it bleats the defect is visible,
it is considered a defect. What does he wish to teach us? We have already learned this [in a
Mishnah]: “If the incisors were broken off or leveled [with the gum] or if the molars were torn
out [completely], it is considered a defect.” Now, what is the reason in the latter case? Is it not
because when the animal bleats [the defect is visible]? Rava said, Rav Papa also merely explains
the Mishnah [as follows]: Why is it that, if they were torn out, they are considered a defect?

Because when the animal bleats, the defect is visible.
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Yosef Le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sefer Chasidim, Chapter 155

This is the foundation of the fear of God. The
basic principle of those who fear God, is that
the beginning of [all] wisdom, is the fear of
God. When you come to do something, [stop
and] think: If another person were to do this,
and if he were to ask my advice, what would I
tell him? Similarly, the Sages said, “what is
held in esteem, of other people” — i.e., what
you judge appropriate for others, look to for
yourself. “The beginning of wisdom — [is to]
acquire wisdom” (Proverbs 4:7). When your
son begins his education, obtain for him only a
teacher who is wise and God fearing, as it is
said, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of
knowledge” (Proverbs 1:7). This is in order to
induct him, into fearing God. Furthermore,

give Him from every “beginning,” as it is
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written, “And the first of all the firstfruits of every thing, and every offering of every thing”

(Ezekiel 44:33). Similarly, give Him the beginning of the day and of the night, to bless Him for

the benefits that He bestows upon you in the daytime and at night. Similarly it says, “When I see

Your heavens, the work of Your fingers, the moon and the stars that You have set up” — for He
brings on the evening and creates light.
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Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 13

(1) The accepted practice among all of the
Jewish people is to complete the reading of the
Torah in a single year. They begin on the
Sabbath after the Festival of Sukkot, with the
portion of “In the beginning;” on the second
[week], “These are the generations of Noach,”
on the third, “And the Lord said to Avram.”
They continue reading in this order until the
Torah is completed on the Festival of Sukkot.
There are some who complete the Torah in
three years, but this is not the prevailing
practice. (2) Ezra established that the curses in
the Book of Leviticus should be read before
Atzeret [Shavuot], and those in Deuteronomy
before Rosh Hashanah. The regular practice is
that the portion “In the wilderness of Sinai”
[Ba-Midbar] is read before Atzeret, “And I
implored grace of God” [Va-Etchanan] after
the Ninth of Av,
[Nitzavim] before

“You are standing”
Rosh Hashanah, and
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“Command Aharon” [7zav] before Passover in a regular [non-leap] year. Therefore, there are

Sabbaths in which two portions are read in the morning, such as “If a woman gives birth”

[Tazriya] together with “This shall be the law of the leper” [Metzora], “If you walk in My

statutes” [ Be-Chukotai] together with “In the Mount of Sinai,” [Be-Har] and the like, so that they

will be completed in the course of the year and so that the aforesaid portions will be read at their
proper times.
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(27) 1339 — This is an expression denoting
slander. It is similar to (Proverbs 18:8) “The
words of a 13,” ie, of a slanderer.
Because the Lord hated us — Really, however, He loves you, but you hate Him. A common



