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it, good. If not, let him remind himself [what
will become of him on] the day of his death.

Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 6

(1) Someone who is reciting the Shmoneh
Esreh prayer may not interrupt his prayer
unless he is in mortal danger. Even if the king
of Israel greets him, he may not respond. But
he may interrupt for a king of idolators [and
respond to the greeting], lest he kill him. If
he is standing in prayer and sees a king of
idolators or an armed bandit approaching
towards him, he should make his prayer brief.
If he cannot, he should stop. So, too, if he
sees snakes or scorpions coming towards
him; if they have reached him, and in that
area it is their nature to kill, he stops praying
and flees. But if it is not their nature to kill,
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he does not stop. (2) Women, slaves, and minors are obligated to pray. Whoever is exempt

[because of his circumstances] from reciting the Shema is exempt from prayer. All those who

are accompanying the deceased, even if they are not immediately needed for carrying the bier,
are exempt from prayer.
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(22) For the sons of Shimon, their offspring by their families, according to their
fathers' household, its tally, a head-count by name of every male from twenty
years old and upwards, all those who go out to the legion. (23) The tally of
Shimon's tribe came to fifty-nine thousand, three hundred. (24) For the sons of
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Gad, their offspring by their families, according to their fathers' household, a

count by name, from twenty years old and upwards, all those who go out to the

legion: (25) The tally of Gad's tribe came to forty-five thousand, six hundred and

fifty. (26) For the sons of Yehudah, their offspring by their families, according

to their fathers' household, a count by name, from twenty years old and upwards,
all those who go out to the legion:
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(22) And I will betroth you to Me with faith and you shall know the Lord.
(23) And it shall be on that day, that I will respond, says the Lord; I will answer
the heavens, and they shall answer the earth. (24) And the earth shall answer the
grain and the wine and the oil and they shall answer Yizre'el. (25) I will sow her

RASHI Ka7a
(22) With faith — As reward for the faith NN YN (2) FTIANT DP2 182 Q)
[you had in Me]. @3) 1 will answer the nx .5KyIT (1) :yRT Yy oM pIvYy .omwin
heavens — To pour water on the earth. IDOINY JTAYIM (12) AVAPN WMWY m7n )3
@4 ORYM — The people of exile who

were sowed [\, i.e., scattered] and then were gathered in. 25) I will sow her — Many
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for Me in the Land and I will have compassion upon Lo Ruchama [the unpitied
one] and I will say to Lo Ammi [not My people]; You are Ammi [My people]
and he will say; you are my God. 3 (1) And the Lord said to me: Go again, love
a woman who was beloved by her companion, yet an adulteress, like the love
of the Lord for the Children of Israel, who turn to other gods and love goblets

of grapes.
RASHI 7!
proselytes will be added to them. (1) "U"UKR VIR DY WK (X) (DM DY
0°21Y — Goblets of wine.
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(29) Three are confident in their step, four are confident in their stride. (30) The
lion is the mightiest of beasts and does not turn away from anyone. (31) The
greyhound and the he-goat and the king against whom no one dares confront.
(32) If you have put yourself down, you will subsequently rise and if you have
thoughts [of strife], put your hand to your mouth. (33) For pressing milk

RASHI d7a
29) TYX "V — their steps are sure.  DIPIN (KY) DTPNIVIDD M2V VY 12WM (L)
31) DIP’?N — no one stands with him, and the DX (2) MK TV W1 TTAK U1 0y Ty
Midrash explains this in a different manner. 790 8YIY 727 "1 Yy Y2007 DX .XNY22
32) n>321 o8 — if you were put to shame by ~ .189 T :0ULIPNI? 7272 .NiRT DX XN
your speech, that you derided yourself you

will ultimately rise. And if you have thoughts — in your heart to quarrel. Put your hand
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produces butter and pressing the nose produces blood and pressing anger
produces strife.

RASHI
to your mouth — and be quiet. 33) T
D°5X — of anger.

Mishnah Chullin, chapter 7

(1) [The prohibition of] the sciatic nerve is in
force in the Holy Land and outside it, during
the existence of the Temple and after it, in
respect to unconsecrated and consecrated
[animals, the sciatic nerve is even removed
from a burnt-offering which is completely
burned and placed on the mound of ash
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called tapuach; the rest, is then burned on the

altar]. It applies to cattle and to wild animals, and to the right and left hip, but it does not apply
to birds because they have no spoon-shaped hip [if one were to find a species of bird that has
a spoon-shaped hip, it would be forbidden as well]. It also applies to a fetus [if one slaughtered
a cow and found a living nine-month fetus according to Rabbi Meir (see Chullin 4:5, Chok, vol.
6, pg. 244), it is an independent living animal requiring its own slaughter and thus, its sciatic
nerve is also forbidden. Rabbi Yehudah [holds that it does not require its own slaughter and
therefore,] says: It does not apply to a fetus [the halachah regarding the sciatic nerve does not
follow Rabbi Yehudah]. And [according to Rabbi Yehudah,] its fat [i.e., of the nine-month
fetus found living after the slaughter of its mother] is permitted. Butchers are not relied upon
with regard to the [removal of the] sciatic nerve: these are the words of Rabbi Meir. The Sages
say: They are reliable regarding it, as well as regarding the [forbidden] fat [i.e., one may trust
them, if they say they removed it]. (2) One may send to a gentile [as a gift] a thigh in which
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there is the sciatic nerve [and we do not fear
lest a Jew saw him give it to the gentile and
may partake of it], because its place is known
[and it is very easy to see whether the sciatic
nerve had been removed or not]. When a person
removes the sciatic nerve [he follows it all the
way down and] he must remove all of it.
Rabbi Yehudah says: Only as much as is
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necessary to fulfill the precept of removing it

[i.e., the part of the nerve which is at the joint of the hip; the halachah does not follow Rabbi
Yehudah]. 3) If one ate an olive-size bulk of the sciatic nerve, he is whipped forty [lashes minus
one, i.e., malkot, since he transgressed the negative precept of; “The Children of Israel must not
eat the displaced nerve on the hip joint” (Genesis 32:33)]. If [it was a very small animal and] he
ate all of it but it was not as much as an olive-size bulk, [since he ate it in its entirety] he
is, nevertheless, liable [just as one who consumes an ant is liable even though it is less than an
olive's bulk]. If he ate an olive-size bulk from one thigh [i.e., the right thigh] and another olive-size
bulk from the other thigh [the left], he is whipped eighty. Rabbi Yehudah says: He is whipped
only forty [Rabbi Yehudah maintains that the hip referred to in the verse of: The Children of
Israel must not eat the “displaced nerve on the hip joint” means the right hip and thus, only
the sciatic nerve of the right hip is prohibited]. (4) If a thigh was cooked together with the sciatic
nerve and there was enough [of the nerve] to impart flavor [to the thigh], it [the entire thigh]
is forbidden. How does one measure this? As if it [the nerve] were meat and [the thigh were]
turnips [and if meat and turnips in the same proportion were cooked together with the meat
imparting flavor to the turnips, then the thigh would be forbidden. The halachah does not follow this
Mishnah; rather, the nerve is dry and tasteless and is viewed as if it were dried wood which
does not impart any flavor so that one may remove the nerve and eat the thigh. However, its fat
is Rabbinically forbidden and prohibits if sufficient to impart flavor. It is estimated by the
Rabbis that meat will impart flavor to any ingredient in which it is cooked, if it less in quantity
than sixty times as much as the meat]. (5) If the sciatic nerve was cooked together with other
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[permitted] nerves and can still be recognized
[it is removed, and], then it depends on
whether or not it imparted a flavor; but if it
can no longer [be recognized], then all [the
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be said that this is the sciatic]; and as for the
broth, it depends on whether or not it [the
sciatic nerve] imparted a flavor. This is also
the law regarding a piece of neveilah, or a
piece of a non-kosher fish that was cooked together with other pieces of meat [or fish] — if
it can still be recognized [it is removed, and], then it depends on whether or not it imparted a
flavor; and if it can no longer [be recognized], then all the pieces are forbidden; and as for the
broth it depends on whether or not it imparted a flavor. (6) It [the prohibition of the sciatic nerve]
applies to kosher animals but not to non-kosher [animals]. Rabbi Yehudah says: Also to
non-kosher animals. Said Rabbi Yehudah; Was the sciatic nerve not prohibited from the time
of the sons of Yaakov, and at that time, non-kosher animals were still permitted to them? They
said to him: This law was given at Sinai but was recorded in its present place [to indicate the
reason for the prohibition].
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Gemara Chullin, 91a

Rabbi Yehoshua ben Levi said: Why is it [the
sciatic nerve] called gid hanasheh? Because
[as a result of the angel striking Yaakov on
the hip joint] it slipped [nashah] from its
place and rose up. And so it is said: “Their
strength  has fallen away [nashetah
gevuratam] they have become [weak] as
women.” (Jeremiah 51:30) Rabbi Yose bar
“The
Lord sent a word to Yaakov and it fell upon
Israel.” (Isaiah 9:7) “The Lord sent a word to
Yaakov” refers to the gid hanasheh; “And it

fell upon Israel;” refers to the prohibition [of

Chanina said that when it is written:

the gid hanasheh] which has spread out
And Rabbi
Chanina also said: What is the meaning of

throughout Israel. Yose bar

that which is written: “And have an animal
slaughtered and prepared:” (Genesis 43:16)
”And have an animal slaughtered” means,
uncover the area of the slaughter [so that the
brothers can see that it was slaughtered
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properly]; “and prepared” means, remove the

sciatic nerve in their presence. This is in accordance with the view that the sciatic nerve was
prohibited to the sons of Noach. “Then Yaakov remained alone” — (ibid. 32:25) said Rabbi
Elazar: He remained behind for some small jars. From here we learn that money is more
precious to the righteous than their bodies. And why is this so? Because they do not stretch
out their hands to rob [and therefore whatever they acquire from their toil and honest dealings
is very precious to them]. “And a man wrestled with him until the dawn broke” — said Rabbi
Yitzchak: From here we learn that a scholar should not go out alone at night. Rabbi Abba bar
Kahana said: It can be derived from this verse: “Behold he winnows barley tonight on the
threshing floor.” (Ruth 3:2) [Naomi was certain that Boaz would be there since he would not
go home alone.] Rabbi Avahu said: It can be derived from this verse: “So Avraham rose early
in the morning and saddled his donkey” (Genesis 22:3) [thus proving that he would not go out
until the morning, though he had people going with him]. The Rabbis say: It can be derived
from this verse: And he said to him: “Please — go and see how your brothers are.” [L.e., Go
at a time when you can see.] Rav says: It can be derived from this verse: “The sun rose for
him.” (ibid. 32:32) [Yaakov left only after the sun rose]. Rabbi Akiva said, I once asked
Rabban Gamliel and Rabbi Yehoshua who were at the meat market of Emmaus where they

had gone to purchase an animal for the wedding feast of the son of Rabban Gamliel: It is
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written: “The sun rose for him.” Did the sun
rise only for him? Did it not rise for the
whole world? Said Rabbi Yitzchak: It means
that the sun which set for his sake, now rose
“Yaakov left
Be'er Sheva and set out on his way to
And it is further written: “He
converged with the place.” (Genesis

for his sake. For it is written:

Charan.”
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28:10-11) When he reached Charan he said:

Shall I pass through the place where my fathers prayed and not pray? He immediately resolved

to return, but no sooner had he thought of this than the earth contracted and he immediately:

“Converged with the place.” When he finished praying he wished to return [to where he was],

but the Holy One Blessed is He said: This righteous man has come to My habitation; shall he
leave without a night's rest? Thereupon, the sun set.

2"y 2"p A7 7272 Y

MNP NTMT NPWP PR KO0 NTIWI NT K32 NOOY T2Y W3 937 02010 8D
TPRYTNDIDY 20T N3 RN ININNG B339 M7 03 P12 NN PNTE 137200 T 23T
STINT NDIDT RIPN NI 225 01937 321 2T NIDN 12 WISNN N7 NRDY 1 WINN 19N
-:”‘7:: ’bm YNBI TN NTT 0T o8 v“m DN @ Ntz VAN DNT M2 mTD MY
NN WD -pbx wmb N?J’5'l er:bw NN RPN NI ’:b NW:JDN5 W3 NOWT
MINY NRT2 N?’5’9’ NT2W NIV NN NIPWRT NOWT NIRD2 ’I? RiT, BOBTRD
WDIT NIRDY 1D PREPND RN W3 12 M) ONTL T NITDR OWRI KT ONRT DY NPTIN
NI RDIDT RIPIN N NI AT RIDN VRIT VR D N ND 2 1733 ROIT I08 ONTS R
TP 1ID3M® NPT PO ENT (TPT NI 1D pwnR ND ND) PR N7 1 pewnp 8m
25777 N PIOMRR TR 227 AT 1IN 127 BN (275 ey 2007 NI NTT N?J'?:J?J W1 732 M0ENNT
11 LDNNT INDD NON w‘w%‘: B2 NITPDI WY NN vmb YD1 DI Nmnb W PR3
M aims b S22 ’1'7:3 DR NP2 NYTR I N:5‘l FAND2 P2 NT NIPM ONT m‘w
N m:% M om x:b-: 131221 NP2 -w-nm'v n59n51 b msr:“» YT @I 92 NI N
mwwbm DIPD2 YINDN 7y mhnn) TN NT ARD NDIDYD KDY N N353 wwm% narsb
NP N:'?: RO 215 52 I8 NipN WD) 7 'r‘m (73 D) N NI Y 1993 NS n:bw 1512312

N7 -:::mb xnb::: VNN mbm W mm: I B KD TV NDOYD NRPRDN? -w%:: 073 N7
2907 P33 N33 N3 TR I N NG P TR KRR 372 3 N7
351 "85 M pvns NITT ROV NN r’am x’b AR P ﬁ:v NO DY N3 v =)
-m:r mw NPT -wb -wr: wa mzma mw mnﬂb ’nx m pw 'v: pnn"r mw: N'? p:’ N5
i3 7933 NN INTY INDY (D e 303 'l'l”'w N NmbYDY T Nehya NS mwbm
NN NG N'??:'?N TN 1T PRI PIN 127 NN IR -{nwb 79 DIPYTE N p vbn) 290
NONT bmwﬁ p-w:'vm NN m:bm FINDT I 27 A YT 199N o D NN NBoYY
DTy n?;_ TYY (2 ey WIN DPITT BONY (7 013 20T N P2 NP PRI

ITRY 128 D15 2 oY a1 27 ) 3 i



Al BAMIDBAR FOR THURSDAY

Yosef le-Chok
Ethical Teaching:
Sefer HaCharedim, 56

It is written: “And bring home the lowly
poor.” (Isaiah 58:7) Receiving guests is
greater than receiving God's Presence, as it
says: “And he said: My Lord [translated
according to the second explanation in Rashi]

. please do not pass by your servant.”
(Genesis 18:3) Avraham said to the Holy
One, Blessed is He: Wait for me while I bring
the guests to my house. A person is not
obligated to serve them meat and wine unless
he can afford to do so; rather, he should offer
that which he can afford. Let him offer them
his bread and water joyfully. For “A meal of
vegetables [served] with a joyful face is
better than a fatted ox [served] with an angry
face.” (Proverbs 15:17) When it is time to
eat, he should say to him: My master, eat
joyfully and drink your wine or your water
with a cheerful heart. For the Rock knows
that I would willingly and gladly offer you
meat but, by the life of my soul, I do not have
any to offer. Regarding this it is said: “And
offer out your soul to the hungry.” (Isaiah
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58:10) When he leaves in the morning, he should offer him a little bread [to take with him].
Since Yonatan did not give David bread when he departed from him, it transpired that Nov,
the city of priests, was massacred and Shaul and Yonatan were punished. Regarding this it is
said: “A person sins because of a piece of bread.” (Proverbs 28:21) And just as it is a mitzvah
to bring guests, so, too, it is a mitzvah to accompany them [when they leave], as it says: “And
Avraham went with them to escort them.” (Genesis 18:16) Come and see how great is the
[merit of] giving of bread to wayfarers. For Michah (Judges 17) made an idol and set it up
next to the Sanctuary, so that the smoke of [offerings to] the idol mixed with the smoke from
the Altar. Yet the Holy One, Blessed is He, said: Let him be because he made his bread
available to wayfarers (Sanhedrin 103b).
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Practical Law:
Rambam, Laws of Prayer, Chapter 7

(1) When the Sages set down the words of 3PP 19X Ni¥dn ™27 DM WPRYD x
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these prayers, they also instituted other
blessings to be recited every day. Namely:
When a person retires to bed at night, he
should say the blessing, “Blessed are You,
Lord our God, King of the universe, Who
casts the bonds of sleep onto my eyes and
Who lowers deep sleep and Who gives light
to the pupil of the eye. May it be Your will,
Lord our God, that You save me from the evil
inclination and from evil occurrences. Do not
let bad dreams or bad thoughts disturb me.
May my bed be perfect before You. Make me
stand up from it to life and peace, and give
light to my eyes, lest I die in sleep. Blessed
are You, who in His glory illuminates the
entire world with His glory.” (2) Then he
recites the first paragraph of the Shema and
goes to sleep. Even if his wife is sleeping
with him, he says the first verse or verses
invoking mercy, and then goes to sleep. And
if he is about to be overcome by sleep, he
says even the first verse or verses invoking
mercy, and then he goes to sleep. (3) When he
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awakens at the end of his sleep, while he is still in bed, he recites the blessing, “My God, the
soul that You have given me is pure. You created it, You formed it, You breathed it into me,
and You guard it in me. You will, in the future, take it from me and will return it to me in
the time to come. As long as the soul is within me, I give thanks before You, Lord my God,
Master of all deeds. Blessed are You, Lord, Who returns souls to dead bodies.”
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(27) The tally of Yehudah's tribe came to seventy-four thousand, six hundred.
(28) For the sons of Yissakhar, their offspring by their families, according to their
fathers' household, a count by name, from twenty years old and upwards, all
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